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| 5 That he ordained him prieſts for the high places, 
and for the 1 and for the calves Which he 


1 tn Evamination of: the Paſſages in NY on 7 . ; 
0 nent in which the Words Devits and SATAN 


no more offer their ſacrifices unto Devils, after 
- Whom they have gone a whoring.—That, by by 
Devils, is meant, the idols or objects of idolatry 
only, is plain, from Deut. xxxii. 16, 17. The Ul 
(the Iſraelites) provoked God to jealouſy = | 
their ſtrange gods; they ſacrificed unto Devils,“ 
not to God; to gods whom they knew not; to 155 
new gods that came 0 up, whom your fachers - 442008 
| feared not. On „ if 


|  Fignifies hairy, or a goat, ſo called from its ſhaggy hair. 
Ihe deities worſhipped. in Egypt, ſuch as oxen, dogs, 
wolves, monkeys, goats.“ It may juſt be obſerved, that the RY 

„ word Devil doth not once occur in- che Old Teſtament. 
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becur, and what is related of bim. 


HE firſt text in hich the hm DRE is 
mentioned is, Liv, xvii. 7. And they hal! 


Of cem 5 it is F 2 Chrod, Xi. 1 15. 


* Dr. Taylor, in his Hebrew 88 faith, 10 1 
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"Jai 8 They ficrificed to the e 1 Ks 855 0 


Xii. 31, 32. He made other gods and molten 


images to provoke On to "ge WY. 


In Pfal. cvi. 35. 38. it is 1 of the le , 
uf Iſrael, when they were mingled with the Hea- 
then, and learned their works, That they ſerved 
their idols, which was a ſnare unto them; yea, they 


ſacrificed their ſons and their daughters unto De- 


vils ; i. e. to the Idols of Canaan. Of the Hea- 
then, the Apoſtle faith,, The things which the 
| Gentiles ſacrifice they ſacrifice to Devils; and 1 
would not that ye ſhould have fellowſhip with 
Devils. 1 Cor. x. 20, viii. 7. 10. Deut. xii. 30, 


131. Rev. 1 IX. 20. 


The furt text in ahi the word Satan occurs, | 
in our tranſlation, i is, 1 Chron. xx1, 1. And Satan 


1 up againſt Iſrael, and provoked David to 


number Iſrael; or, as it is worded, 2 Sam. xxiv. _ 
1. Again the anger of the Lord was kindled _ 
_ againſt Iſrael, and he moved David ua them 


# 


to ſay, Go, number Ifrael 25 . 85 


Whepever the people were a from "Re 
tx enty years old and upwards, each one, Whether 


rich or poor, is commanded to pay half a ſhekel. 


Exod. xxx. 11, &c. This was to be applied to 


the ſervice of the tabernacle of the congrega- 


tion, that it may be a memorial unto the chil- 
dren of Iſrael before the Lord, to make an atone- 
ment for their ſouls. But there i is not even the 
leaſt hint in either of the fore-cited chapters, that 
David intended, or gave any order to Joab to 
collect the had ſhekel of the people that were 

numbered. And it is plain, that Joab, his chief 


een looked en the 1 8 comment as 
0 dn, 


1 3 y. On 


; abominable; and faid to. him, Why doth my 
Lord require this thing ? Why will he be a cauſe - 
of treſpaſs to Iſrael? And when he and the infe- 


rior officers had executed the King's command, 


at leaſt in part, and returned to him with the liſt 


of the men, it appears plain he very ſoon recol- 
lected. he had treſpaſſed by not obſerving. the 


command of God, in Exodus, 1 Chron, AL 4 
In his confeſſion, mentioned in this chapter, it 
doth not, in the leaſt, appear, he perceived in 


huimſelf chat he was tempted by Satan to commit 


the ſin, or that he was moved to it by God; and 

indeed, as God charged him with the ſin, or 

8 tranſgreſſion, we cannot ſuffer ourſelves to admit 
he was either the ſole or partial cauſe, of it. 


From David's oppoling Joab's judgment and : 


remonſtrance againſt numbering the people, it is 


evident he was determined upon. it from whats 


ever cauſe 1 it aroſe. | 


| 


" Farther, it appears from Samuel, juſt cited, 
that previous to this, Iſrael, or the people had 5 


ſinned, and it provoked God; for, it is ſaid, 
Again the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 


Ifrael. What their former ſin was, is not men- 
tioned; but for that, as well as for their preſent 
N tranfgreſſion, God puniſhed the people; as is re- 
lated, 2 Sam. xxiv. 11, &c. David again con- 
feſſed, that as he alone had ſinned, he and his 


1 05 family only deſerved to be . 


Finally, 1 obſerve,” that in the nal writings 
extant, prior to the writing the book of Chroni- 
cles, there is not the leaſt mention of any angel 


being caſt out of Heaven on account of his hav- 


ing ſinned againſt God, as the common opinion 
"WE — an apoſtate ſpirit; and therefore the 
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writer of | it, by 95 word Satan, could not 4 9 
ſuch a being. Indeed, had any of thoſe writers made f 
mention of ſuch a being, and that he had tempted 
or provoked any of the people to fin by his ſecret 
wiles or ſuggeſtions, there would then be ſome 
_ plauſible ground to ' ſuppoſe that Satan pro- 
voked David to number the people; but it is 
certain they have not, even in a ſingle inſtance. 
The Satan, or adverſary, that excited him to un- 
dertake it, probably was his pride, or ſome other 
inordinate or criminal deſire; or, perhaps, the 
fear of a formidable enemy. One or other of 
10 theſe, it is probable, led him to over- rule the 
better judgement and expoſtulation of Joab, who. 
was entirely againſt it. That it was his act only, 
is ; Plain, ow his own words, 1 Chron. XXI. 8. Te 


* 


9 


6. The next text © where the woe Saran vecurs, is 
5 in Job. i. 8. and ii. 1, 2. That a fallen angel, 
or a wicked apoſtate ſpirit is not meant, appears 
to me atleaſt, highly probable, from the follow- Þ 
ing conſiderations: One is, it is very incredible 
that the Lord ſhould hold the converſation, there 
related, with” ſuch a being, and alfo that he 
ſhould give him leave to afflift his pious ſervant 
with the fore diforder of the boils merely to gra- 
tilfy the groundleſs and invidious infinuation or 
charge of ſuch a wicked ſpirit; that his ſerving | 


God was not from a 7 and good principle, 


dent in all the Bible; and, I own, I cannot re- 


concile the latter part with the many declarations - 


in thoſe very writings in which is expreſſed God's 
regard | to ** chat lerve him, i in li e manner as 


efſcd him with an abun- 
dance; but, that ift he endangered his life, 
he would rebel againft him. In either view of 
this relation, it certainly 18 without any prece- | 
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an n car-ring of gold, 


6 Hy 


is belated of Jobe piety to God; his paternal rd re- 


gard for his children s religious welfare and hap- -\8 
pineſs; and his acts of beneficence manifeſted BN 
i ro the neceſſitous 3 related 1 in aa „ N 


That nelther Job, nor his wife, 0 the 


boils were inflicted by Satan, as a wicked. ſpirit, . 
bur by the hand of God, is plain, from ghap. 
Iii. 9, 10. and from chap. i. 21. it is kquaſly 
pPalwain, he believed that his other afflictions came 
upon him from God ; and, from the ſpeeches of his 
friends 1t 1s alike evident. that they underſtood 
all his afflictions came upon him by the appoint- | 
ment of God; and after the Lord had bleſſed 
him with a double portion of goods, as chap. 
"xii. 10, 11. it is ſaid, Then came there unto him, 
all his brethren and all his ſiſters, and all they 
that had been of his acquaintance before, ane 
they bemoaned over him all the evils that the. 


Lord had brought upon bim; and, according to 


the cuſtom of that time, and what is ſimilar with. | 


it at preſent in the Eaſtern countries, every man 
alſo gave him a piece of Mons and every dne | 


* 


Finally, oblere in all thar\ 18 1 of 08 | 


; 8 Job, there is not the leaſt intimation 


of his infuſing into his mind evil thoughts, or 


exciting in him any inordinate ergy by which 


he tempted him to fin againlt the Lord, either 


ph 185 1 or alter he was afflicted with the boils. 7 


The next text in _ ok the ed 8 is men: 
tioned is, Zech. iii. 1, &c. The firſt ſix chapters 


x appear to contain a rc velation by a viſion made 


to the prophet concernirg the lraclites, upon their 


4 return from the Babyle nian captivity, and thei e 
| ©, i building 
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, building * als 1 ; and the 1 per⸗ : 
ſns that are mentioned are Joſhua and Zerubba- 
bel. This appears highly probable by conſult- 
ing the time when the prophet lived and prophe- 
ſied, and comparing what he ſays in the context, 


we are conſidering with what is related. Ezra v. 1 


Then the prophets Haggai, and Zechariah the 


| ; ſon of Iddo, prophelied unto the Jews that were , 4 


in Judea and Jeruſalem, in the name of the God 


of Iſrael, even unto them. Then, roſe up Ze- _ 
rubbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, and Jeſhua the ſon © 
of Joſzadak, and began to build the houſe of God 


which is at Jeruſalem, and with, them were the 


pheſying, their adverſaries are thus deſcribed: 


At that time came to them Totnai, Governor on 
this ſide the river, and Shether-boznai, and their 
companions, and ſaid thus unto them: Who hath' 
commanded you to build the houſe and make the _ 
walls? Then ſaid we unto them, after this man- 


ner; What are the names of the men that make 


1 1 prophets of God helping them; i. e. by their pro- 


this building? In ſhort, they would have made 


them deſiſt from building, and worte to Darius 
for that purpoſe; but it ſtands recorded thus: The 
eyes of the Lord were upon the elders of the Jews, .. 
ſo that they, (their adverſaries, or Satan) could 
not cauſe them to ceaſe *till the affair came be- 
fore Darius, who made a decree, that they ſhould 


not only ſuffer the building to go on, but alſo 


aaſſiſt the builders with ſuch . as e be | 
91 needtul. 05 150 | ED 


OE " Awother 1 rext in K Which the word Satan occurs, wo 
7% is, Pſal. cix, 6. Set thou a wicked man over 
him, (i. e. mine enemy) and let Satan ſtand at 

his right hand. It is exceeding plain that in the 
2 context David is ſpeaking of men who were his 
%% A th „ _ NTT, 5 


* 


7 
* * 
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1 enemies, ne Raith For: my . 111 are my ad- 
verſaries. But the Hebrew word rendered ad. 
verſarzes, and alſo in the verſes 20. 29. is the 

ſame as in verſe 6, tranſlated Satan.“ Had the 

Word, in the former verſe, been tranſlated as in 


the latter, it would be, They are my Satans. 
But, T judge, there is no diſcerning man who 


can believe that the perſons he had mentioned as 
the wicked, who compaſſed him about with words 


of hatred, and fought againſt 1 were fallen . 
5 W N but men 7 „ 


Beſides the foregoing. texts where the words 


Devils and Satan occur, there are others wherein 
mention is made of an evil ſpirit, that, by ſome 
- perſons, may be interpreted and underſtood to 
intend a fallen angel, and therefore be urged 1 
againſt what I have aſſerted reſpecting the entire 
tlence of thoſe writings concerning ſuch a being. 
Theſe texts will be conſidered, and the firſt I will 
produce, is, 1 Kings, xxii. 21, 22, 23.7 The 
occaſion of the Prophet s mentioning the viſion, 
Is related in the foregoing verſes, which need not - 
be cited. The viſion will be eaſily diſcerned, and 
aAalſo allowed to be not a relation of a fact, which SR 
then took place, but only a repreſentation made 
to the Prophet relative to Ahab and Jehoſhaphat's 
DN going to beſiege Ramoth Gilead. Farther, it 555 


tf" 


* See Taylor! $ Hebrew. Concordance, No. 1928, 


oy And there came forth a ſpirit and flood before the Lord, . 


: and ſaid, I will perſuade him; i. e. Ahab, And the Lord 
aid, wherewith? And he ſaid L will go forth and will be a 
8 lying ſpirit in the mouth of all bis prophets ; and he ſaid, 

thou ſhajr perſuade and prevail alſo, go forth and do ſo. | 

Now therefore behold, the Lord hath put a lying ſpirit in 


the mouth of all theſe thy e, and the Lord n W 
'B 4 


ken evil ee mies, 5 


c pears 


CT ee eee, g's 


f 8 to me iet i im . at i abs e IF 
the Prophet believed, $i ſpirit ſaid, to come bY e ace 
forth, or out from among the good angels, who 
are repreſented as ſtanding before the throne of : 
| God, was intended to repreſent a fallen angel, 
or apoſtate ſpirit ; and, I think it will appear in 
that light to every one who attends to the paſſage, _. 
I judge it will alſo be granted to have been equally. |. 
Improbable to the Prophet, that God ſhould fend  _ 
ſuch a being to execute the meſſage there related. 
That which, in my opinion, is an unanſwerably © 
Fl ©  ftrong and decided proof of the juſtneſs of the 
|| foregoing obſervations, reſpecting the Prophets 
ppinion of the evil ſpirit not being a fallen angel, 
is the entire ſilence of the Scriptures, that ſuch a 
being had been caſt out of Heaven, as I have al. 
ready obſerved; and, it is paſt doubt, that in 
the viſion there is not the leaſt hint that the A | 
ps a ganas of one 01 them. SES 
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0 If it is "mitted he pe: ug was + Calico to „ 
1 Ot is related of the 400 prophets who prophe=  * || 
ſied to Ahab and Jehoſhaphat, that ſucceſs would '* | 
attend their beſieging Ramoth Gilead, it is plain, } 
that the former was already perſuaded of the truth 
of their prediction, particularly by what is ſaid 
of Zedekiah and the other prophets, v. 11, 12. 
| Finally, ſuppoſing it ſhould be granted that the 
cuil ſpirit who came forth and offered to go and | 
fg perſuade Ahab repreſents a fallen angel, 8 it 1 
bl wn ot Prove chere is more than „„ 
| 7 may ſtill add, 4. whoever will be at the "4s we 1 
pains to look at the numerous texts in the Old  _. 
Teſtament, particularly in Jeremiah and Ezekiel; 
wherein mention is made of the falſe prophets, ; 1 5 
n not And the leaſt hint Gat "_ were ſtirred 


_ Fe 0 
. r 


* 
* - 
* („„ ²˙ . ͤ—o ᷑ ᷑ꝶ—uꝝU oo oo in faers fie Sad 
4 7 — . - = 
as 


— 


* « 
f 
* 
rn ed III net — = 
- © a * 
* 
* . 


r 
— 


0 N 0 ö 7 FLA 8 . 
Y _ ; 
f g 4 N 1 N 
f " 4 11 . ” ; i 4 4 5 
7 \ bs I 
\ p : 
* 


vp; or ah to Garde falſely, and rhevells 
deceive the people, by an evil ſpirit; i. e. a fallen 


angel. But thoſe writings have aſſigned very dif- 


ferent and apparent cauſes from whence they were 
induced or excited to deceive the people by ale 


propheſying falſe ee as the 21 05 Ry ve 
have coor i 


4 
„ 


ee on the 1 1 there doth not rem to 
be the leaſt proof that the evil ſpirit, mentioned 


in the viſion, was deſigned to repreſent a fallen 
angel; or was lo 8 FT the prophet ww: 
whom It 0 


Another text l ſhall ks under ener 7 
10 1 Sam. xvi. 14, &c. Previous to my offering 2 
any obſervations upon it, ] judge it will be pro- 
per to attend to what is related in chapter the 
tentb, wherein mention is made of God's ſend- 
, Samuel to chooſe Saul, and anoint him to be 

5 King over his people. To whom Samuel ſaid, 
I The ſpirit of the Lord will come upon thee, and 

thou ſhalt propheſy, and thou ſhalt be turned _ 

into another man: And after he had turned back 
from him, God gave him another heart; and 

when he and his companions came to the hill, a 

company of the prophets met him, and the ſpirit 59 
of God came upon him, and he propheſied among 
them. Some time after this, God, by Samuel, 


ſent him to go up againſt Amatick; and utterly 


deſtroyed it; as 1s related chapter xi but, inſtead 

pol his fully executing this commiſſion, he ſpared = 

Agag, &c. as v. 8, 9. Upon this, Samuel came 1 
00: n, and, ee other hinge 1 told | 


„ The ſpirit of the Lord e from. Saul, and an evil . 


n from the Taue cronbI0e him, 


-kitg 


1 as v. 22, WY Ws” hab chis a of perverſe NV 
diſobedience, God rejected him from 1 
S8oon after this, Samuel was ſent to anoint David, | 
the ſon of Jeſle, to be King in his ſtead, which VVV 
be accordingly did; tho) the commencement ob 
his reign did not take place till the death of Sau. 
1I think there can hardly be any doubt that * 00 1 
Was informed of D . anointed King. e 


0 Ker particular caſes, which, it is natural to be: 
eve, very deeply affected the mind of Saul : It 
Was imbittered with the juſt accuſation of his 
own inexcuſable guilt; or, in the words of Sa- 
muel to bim: Rebellion is as the fin of witch- 
craft, and ſtubbornneſs is as iniquity and ido- 


That God, who had raiſed him up in a very fingular 


manner to be the firſt King over his youre Hrael 
pos — That he had withdrawn his ſpirit fr 


and, finally, he nad, by a ſpecial direction to 
1 Sel anointed David. to be King; and to him 
be had given his ſpirit. A proper attention to 
FF . theſe very intereſting particulars, will, I preſume, 
without any difficulty, explain in what ſenſe we 
are to underſtand that an evil ſpirit from the Lord i 
troubled him; and alſo the true cauſe from —- 
whence his ſervants, who, no doubt, ſaw his u- 
uſual dejection of mind, faid to him, Behold 1 © 
© now, an evil ſpirit, from God, troubleth the. 
To remove, or mitigate which, they gave him 
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1. any one, * a moment, oy conſider | 


latry ; thou haſt rejected the word of the Lord 1; $8 
in not executing it fully on the Amacikites,— -. 


om him by 
which he had propheſied among the prophets— 


this advice ; Let our Lord the King, command 


thy ſervants to ſeek out a man who is a cunning 


player on a harp, and it ſhall come to paſs, When 
the evil ſpirit, =o God, is = ery | that he 
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0 by that he was rather fond of that Ki 


and the evil ſpirit departed from him. The ſue- 


| ces attending the advice of his ſervants, ſhews | 


_ plainly what was their opinion. of the real cauſe, 
as well as the nature of. his trouble. wy 


TNF 


I profiles if will be ese there is net the 
leaſt evidence in the context from whence we may 
1 juſtly ſuppoſe, that Saul's ſervants believed the 


power of the muſical harp could poſſibly expel a 


fallen angel from Saul, had they underſtood | 
r being. But it was not an 


improper expedient to relieve his mind, under its 


preſent diſordered ſtate; eſpecially if we may 
nd of. 


— f 


Men, in common, at even very ſenſible r men 


too, through the force of habit, are very apt to 
affix to the words evil ſpirit, they find in Scrip- | 
ture, the idea of a fallen angel; and then incau- 
tiouſly conclude that thoſe writers uſed them in 
the ſame ſenſe; but this is often, as in the caſe 
before us, a very capital error, as, | preſume, 0 
will appear more . in the following Pages. 


There! is 8 text in Judges chapter i ix. 2 x 


Where it is ſaid, God ſent an evil ſpirit between 
Abimelech and the men of Shechem. After the 
death of Gideon, the father of Abimelech, he 


applied to the men of Shechem to obtain their 


conſent, that, as one of his ſons, he might rule 
over them 1 in his Reed; but that he might not 


have 
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will 7 Lich his wad 00 FR malt be wats 
To which propoſal he alſented/; and David. was 
' ſent for; and when the evil ſpirit, from God, 
was upon Saul, he took an harp and played with 
his hand: So Saul was refreſhed, and was well, 
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his brother, who had ſixty ſons, he obtained money 


.,out of the houſe of Baal-berith, with which he 


Tire e e Hi ly N 11 5 


hired vain and light perſons, and by theſe he ſlew 


them all, except Jotham, the youngeſt, who eſ. 
caped from that unnatural and unprovoked maſ. 


ſacre. Upon this, the Shechemites made him 


King. As they in general were not concernec _ 
in that wicked act, Jotham addrefſed them te 
 _xeraliate it upon Abimelech and thoſe who were 
concerned with him; as v. 7. 20. After Abi! 


melech had reigned three years, it is ſaid Goc 


ſent an evil ſpirit, &c. I think it is probab ! 
that the Shechemites, who were not concernec 
with him him, in conſequence of Jotham's ex 
poſtulation, meditated revenge againſt him ane 
Bis adherents, and therefore commenced hoſtili 
ties againſt him; upon which Abimilech, wit“! 
his forces, went againſt Shechem, and flew man 
of the people; after which he attacked Thebez _ 
and took it; but, upon his attempt upon th 
tower, he was lain. - Upon his death, it is ſaid 
verſes 56, 57, Thus God rendered the wicked 
100 neſs of Abimelech, which he did unto his father 
in ſlaying his brethren; and for all the evil me 
of Shechem did God render upon their heads 
8 and pus: them came the curſeß of J otham, 1 


* 


From this n e it appears plain, to me. 


that, by an evil ſpirit is not to be underſtood * 


fallen angel; but, that God, in the courſe of his” 


Providence, raiſed, or ſtirred up an enemy tc 
+ Abimelech and his adherents; as, verſes 56, 57 
to puniſh them for the wicked act of ſlay ing the 
ſons of Jerubbaal his brother, who had renderec 
ſignal ſervices to his people againſt their enemie: 
in übe time of Gideon their father. 


Anothe, 1 
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Another text is in Pſalms lviii. 49. where, it is 
 Taid, God caſt upon them (the Egyptians) the 
fierceneſs of his wrath and indignation, by ſend- 
ing evil angels. I would juſt obſerve, that the 
Hebrew word here rendered Angels, is often and 
juſtly tranſlated Meſſengers, and ſometimes Pro- 
pPhets, who, from God, delivered his meſſages to 
Fi people; and therefore the word Angels, doth, 
by no means, always intend angels as inviſible 
- ſpirits, much leſs fallen angels. This can be de- 
_ termined only by the context, or parallel paſſages. 
Now, it is indiſputably, plain, in the context, 
the writer gives a ſummary account of God's deal- 
'T ings with the Egyptians, as is particularly re- 
Corded in Exod. vii. to the xiii. But, it is certain, 
rdwhat Moſes hath not mentioned evil angels being 
+» ſent among the Egyptians. The only angels, or 
_ meſſengers he hath related whom God ſent among 
them were, himſelf and Aaron, by whoſe inſtru- 
mentality God caſt upon them the fierceneſs of his 
wrath, &c, and, in this ſenſe, to the Egyptians 
they were evil angels, or meſſengers. Now, I 
„ think, it will be granted, that the Pſalmiſt could 
not derive any knowledge of evil angels, i. e. apoſ- 
tdltste ſpirits, being ſent among the people of Egypt, 
but from the Hiſtory of Moſes, in which there is 
nmhnot even any hint of ſuch beings ſent among 
go, og Ne ca 
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Thus wh concerning wha we fads in me ON Te of 9 
luament, we will now examine the New, to fee 
= whether any thing occurs therein to corroborate © _ 
ße commonly received opinion of Fallen Angels . 


uu 5 or Satan and the Devil. 
1 T* only texts, or rat var the ALA, NAY 
me, in 1 Pet. 5. 4. and Jude v. 6. For f 
Sod ſpared not the angels that ſinned, but caſt | 
them down to Hell, and delivered them into 
” Chains of darkneſs to be reſerved unto judgement. RR 
= —And the angels which kept not their firſftt 
= eſtate, but left their own habitations, he hath re- 
ſerved in everlaſting chains of darkneſs unto the 8 
1 5 W che great day. 1 


F 


1 On theſe wards I e ry That: none FR 
8 Apoſtles could derive the leaſt knowledge 
from the Old Teſtament, that any of the angels OY 
had been caſt out of Heaven on account of their 
| having ſinned againſt God; and we have no ac- | 
3 . that Jeſus made yy diſcovery of ic o 
” em. „ 


. Had Peter, or Jude, 8 . 
tmhe Old Teſtament, or from Jeſus, that there 
were fallen angels, it is natural to ſuppoſe theß 
= would have been explicit in mentioning them to 
=  _ the perſons they wrote to, otherwiſe they could 
not have underſtood what. beings they intended; 
5 ol that for reaſons Aursay offered. 


1 Thirdly, 1,” 0 


7 Thirdly, Neither of the 1 "uſt els 

. tioned, can be ſatisfaQorily infered from the - 
word Angels, The primary import of the ori- 

; ginal word, is, to relate any matter particularly, 
„ "0 meſſenger, and, in this ſenſe, the ſame ori- 
1 => word is rendered, James ii. 25. Theſe meſ. 

ſengers were ſent to ſpy the interior parts of the 
land of Canaan; and, upon their return, they 
related to Moſes and. to the people what 
.  _ they: had ſeen and heard in Mg ing it. And 
there is but one text where the original word can 


in the leaſt be ſuppoſed to allude to fallen "HY 4 5, 
Aud that! 18 Matt. xv. 41. | 


e That the Sod. raprapus, 1 eu” 4 1 
0 4 to Hell, is the only place in the New Teſta- 
ment where it is tranſlated caſt down to Hell. The _ 
verb ſignifies to trouble, or move, or ſtir up, and 
it is properly ſpoken of water; as, John v. 4. 7. 
and by a metaphor is rendered troubled, or . 
plexed, &c. In other texts where it occurs, as, 


Xii. 27. xvi. 1. Acts xvi. 20. I Fet. ili. 14. be 
Hides others. 


Fil All that the t two . ke related * 
1 5 of the conduct of the angels, is, that they ſinned, 


| and kept not their firſt eſtate, or principality, but 8 
Ws left (not were caſt out of) their own habitation oo 
„„ 5" Mare that was is not IO 


Of the . it is faid they were caſt : 
. to Hell, and delivered into chains of dark- 
neſs to be reſerved unto judgment, or the judg- 
ment of the great day. But there is not the lealt 
mention what their ſinful conduct was, nor that 
5 * were caſt out of Herren and 58 from e 
Poe. the good angels. > = on 


! SS 16 Y rad 1 8 | . 
. us now . Seri the böntert in Peter ; 
fav the ee received armed or not, 


"Ti the foregeing chapters he ſaith to his boi 5 
1 he and the apoſtles who were with the Lord 
on the Mount, Matt. xvii. 1, &c. heard a voice 
from Hea en, ſaying, this is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleaſed. He then adds, That 
we have a more ſure word of propheſy ; ., „ 
more particular and full revelation in the Old 
Teſtament concerning Jeſus as the Son of God, RN 
which ye will do well to give heed to, becauſe 1 
thoſe writings were indited by the Holy Ghoſt: 

and the meaning of thoſe parts of them, reſpe&- 
ing Jeſus, are not confined to the prophets, or 
that people; but we alſo are included therein: 
And then he tells them, that in the time of thoſe 
Prophets, there wete falſe ones among that Ee 
ple; and there are, or will ariſe, falſe es VVV 
among you, who will propagate falſe doctrines, . 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and _ 
draw away many after them, and thereby bring 
upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction, And he de- 
ſcribes the way or manner by which they will at- 
tempt to draw them away. And from v. 10—19. 1 
think he repreſents their principal and conduct; and 
againſt ſuch falſe prophets Jeſus warned his diſciples, 
Matt. vii. 15, 26. 29, xxiv, 11, Mark, X11. 21, 
225 2 23. See Acts xx. 30. And I ap 3 the 
apoſtle St. John alluded to ſuch perſons. Epef. _ 
iv. 1, 2, 3, calling them Anti-Chriſts; b i. e. bd 1 
da or enemies co Chriſt, 12 5 | 125 


'In the 8 under conſideration, the apatite 1155 
Warns the Chriſtians to be aware of them that 
© hey might not fall under the ſame condemnation =, 
which would overtake thoſe falſe teachers. And. 
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in verſe 4, he mentions others, whom he calls 


angels, or meſſengers that ſinned, &c. _ 


The opinion of a very ſenſible anonymous 
author“ on this ſubject, appears to me at leaſt _ 
very probable, that the angels, i. e. the meſſen= _ 
gers that ſinned are thoſe men related, Numb. 

Kili. xiv. who were ſent to ſpy out the land of 
Canaan, whoſe report to Moſes, &c. of the num- 
bers and ſituation of ſome of its inhabitants, and 

the ſtrength of their cities, diſcouraged the people 
from going up to take poſſeſſion of it. Theſe 
were rulers and heads of the people whom God 
puniſhed for giving ſuch an account by inflict- 
ing on them a great plague, fo that they, and all 
the people whom they cauſed to murmur againſt 
God, and Moſes his ſervant, died. Heb. iii. 
7. 19. Both the meſſengers and the people had 


ſeen the mighty power of God exerted in their 


deliverances, and yet they did not believe, but 
. . rebelled. Thoſe meſſengers who ſinned, were 
plain and pertinent examples of men like them: 
ſelves, from whom they might and ought to take 
Warning not to be ſeduced by the falſe teachers, 
and thereby be guilty of a like unbelief; i. e. 
in Jeſus their Lord, and a wicked departure from 
his commands; which, from conviction they had 
embraced, and, on that account, fall under aa 
' heavier condemnation and judgment from God, 
than he had inflicted on thoſe meſſengers and the 
people ſeduced by them. But, I apprehend, that 


if we underſtand the paſſage we are commentin 


upon, of fallen angels, it was neither applicable, 
nor, indeed, intelligible to the apoſtles, or the _ 
people to whom he was writing, lince they bad 


n Enquiry nis the Scriprare meaning of the word Satin.” 
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R no knowledge that any of the angels had ſinned, - 
or wherein it conliſted ; and, I may add, if they 
had, what was the conduct of angels, (properly - 


ſuch) to them: 


Ihe other inſtances are clearly taken from men 

ke themſelves: the probability therefore is, that 

tttheſe were of the ſame nature with thoſe, who, in 
the time of Noah, God drowned by a deluge ; 


and then he introduces the ſimilar conduct of the 


by fire. But, as a contraſt to theſe, he men- 
tions the caſes of Noah and Lot, who believed 


in God, and obeyed his word, and were faved 
from thoſe. judgments. _ Theſe, and the former 


perſons were obvious examples of men of the 


4 


©. What force theſe obſervations will be admitted 
co have, as proofs, that by the word Angels that 
fined, &c. the Apoſtle did not intend fallen 


angels; but the rulers and heads of the people, 


mentioned above, is ſubmitted to the deliberate 


and unbiaſſed judgment of the reader. 
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inhabitants of Sodom, &c. whom God deſtroyed 


like paſſions with themſelves, which they could 
not only eaſily underſtand, but alſo apply, the 
former as warnings, and the latter as encourage= _ 
ments to fortify their minds againſt thoſe falſe 
teachers; but, I apprehend, they could not, as it 


In the preceding quotations from the Old 

Teſtament, where the words Devils and Sata, 

Kc. occur, it appears to me, there is not any _ 
proof, that the writers, in uſing them, meant 


fallen angels; and therefore they do not give the 


leaſt account that Satan, in a ſecret or unper- 
ceived manner infuſed, or put into the mind or 
d en NO TINEE 


/ 


1 Likewiſe, in the , 
pears, that there is not any explicit relation that 


any of the angels were ex elied Heaven for their ty 
having finned againſt Go 


1 Gt 19 5 


— 


| heart of any one man, _ thoughts, or „ by 
hich he. tempted them 


him inordinate deſires, by N 


ew Teſtament it a 


7 0 It 1 therefore follow, that in the former 
5 writings in which it is recorded of individuals, 
or of the people in general who ſinned againſt 


God by violating the obligations of natural or 


revealed religion, or both; they have not, even 
in a ſingle inſtance, attributed it to the tempta- 
. tion of Satan. In this. they are as entirely ſilent 
as they are reſpecting any man's being poſſeſſed 
by one of them, or by a demon; and yet 
1 Satan been the real agent, or inſtrument in 
tempting men to fin in like manner; or, as uni- 
5 ally as it is now believed he doth, J think it 
will be allowed to be natural to expect the writers 
of the Old Teſtament would have given ſome 
{6 plain account of it, in ſome Inſtances ; for it is 
certain they repeatedly mention many different 
cauſes or occaſions from whence men were tempted a 
to ſin; but, it is certain, they have not attri- 
buted it to Satan in a ſingle inſtance. From 
thoſe writings therefore it ſeems to be indiſpu-. 
tably certain, that neither the Apoſtles nor the 
| Jews could derive the leaſt information concerng-„ 
ing Satan or his devices; or, that any perſon, 
much leſs men in eee, had been e oy „ 
. him to lin. : 


Should i it be Rl. Hh the le given 1 1 1 
8 s tempting Eve, and ſeducing her to ſin, 


is a proof that an individual at leaſt, is an excep- 


tion; I anſwer, that, admitting it was by a fallen 
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_ tory proof o 


, mt of them. 


the Chriſtian religion, which 


into one; and that he tempted her and her po- 


ſterity to the commiſſion of the ſins which they 


have been guilty, or, at leaſt, to 1 FE, 


$4; 3% 4.4 


But was the commoitily. mite opinion that 


of ſcripture, which it certainly is not, yet that 


could not prove there is more than one as a 
tempter of men to fin? And, I may juſtly re. 
mark, there is not even a ſingle text in the New 
LOL Teſtament where the word Devils is to be found, 
The only one from whence it may ſeem to be 
 infered, is, Matt. xxv. 41. where Jeſus ſpoke of . 


the Devil and his angels. For, in every. other 
1 : ON tert 
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it was a fallen angel entered into the ſerpent, _ | 
proved to be juſtly founded in the plain language 


8 aged who 4 the bodily | e of that ere - 
ture, or entered into one, (of which however there 
is not the leaſt mention in the Bible) yet the re- 
lation of his tempting her was, by converſing 
with her, and not by his infuſing in an inviſible - 
or unperceived manner into her mind or heart, 
evil thoughts, or raiſing evil deſires in her, as is 
now believed to be the way or manner by which 
he tempts men to ſin; conſequently the former 
eſſentially differs from the latter. And, I ſup- 
poſe there is not any man who will plead A 
Satan tempts men after that manner. Her being 
tempted as is related, I ſhould therefore. appre- 
hend cannot juſtly be urged as a real or ſatisfac- 
of Satan's tempting men to fin. In 
what conſpicuous light muſt the difference ap- 
. pear between the ſacred writings and thoſe of | 
other men in the preſent and paſt ages who lived 
under the light of 
are replete with, aſſertions that a fallen angel A. 
ſumeck the ſhape of a real ſerpent, or entered 
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1 1 he nA, Satan is wen- 
tioned in the New Teſtament, except Matt. xli. 
26. it is in the ſingular only, and there it can 


include two Satans only; alſo where the words 


the Prince of this world, the Prince of the power 
of the air, occur, it is in the ſingular only. The 
ſame is true of the words, the power of darkneſs. 


When in Luke xi. 18. Jeſus repeating what the 


Jews ſaid of him, that he caſt out Devils: the 
Fe word is Daimonia; a word of very dif- 


ferent fignification from Diabolos, or R 5 


1 


If he common opinion that there are numerous 
KY or Devils, is pleaded for, it certainly le 
not be proved from any expreſſions either in the _ 
New Teſtament or in the Old; and becauſe thoſe _ 4 
writings invariably uſe the word Devil, or Satan, 
in the ſingular, and never 1n the plural number 
as importing there are many ſuch beings; and I 
will juſt note, that in all the converſations the. 
* Tews had with Jeſus, they do not even once make 
we of the words Diabolos, 1, e. Devil, or Sa- 


1 4: Eft 6 UE in the New Tells . 4 
Satan, or the Devil tempting any one, is that of 


„e Matt. iv. 1—11. Mark 1. 11, 12. Luke 


iv. I—13. Matthew and Luke relate, he was led 
up of the ſpirit ; into the Wilderneſs to be tempted 


of the Devil, and mark that the ſpirit driveth 


kim into the Wilderneſs; and when he had d faſted | 
_ forty 


&3 


— 1 b 
g N 

44 

We | 

75 :-Y 

PF; 


text View the word . occurs, it is W 5 
nia, and not Diabolus. The only text where the 
laſt word hath a plural meaning, is, 1 Tim. 
Ht, 11. 2 Epiſtle ili. 3. Titus 1 Il, 3. and! is ren- 
dered ſlanderers and accuſers. 
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| bread; i. e. ro ſupply you with food. His taking 
ple, and ſaying to him, If thou be the Son of God, 


| caſt thyſelf down from hence, for it is written, he, 70 
(i. e. God) ſhall give his angels charge concern- 
ing thee; and in their hands they ſhall hold thee 
up, left, at any time, thou daſh thy foot againſt 
— ſtone. His taking him up on an exceeding 


high mountain, and ſhewing him all the king- 


ſaying, All theſe things will 
homſoever 1 will 1 * it. 


to be tempted when an offer is made o 


judge that no man can really believe the propo- 


yl 


1 tas hs id 7 nights, he was en an 
Hhungered. The 'particulats related of Satan's 
tempting Jeſus, and his ſaying, If thou be the 
Sion of God, command that theſe ſtones be made 


him up upon a pinnacle or battlement of the Tem- 


doms of the world, and the glory of them; and 
Fe give thee, and me' 

glory of them, if thou wilt fall: down and worſhip _ 

me; for they are delivered unto nes and to 


Now, ſuppoſe it is admitted that Satan is a 
fallen angel, and that what he ſaid to Jeſus is to 
be literally underſtood ; yet, I think it cannot be 

_ doubted but he knew who he was, and his deſign 
and end in tempting him. I ſhould therefore 


fals were agreeable to him, much. leſs that they 
raiſed in him a deſire to comply with either of 
them; and, as to the laſt, it is certain, that both 
Satan and Jeſus well knew it was. not in Satan's | 


* 


I would 5ut Feen that a de m wy wh ſaid Tv: 
what is 
agreeable to him, or when it excites in him ſome 
deſire to accept of it; or when, as the apoſtle 
James faith, he is tempted, being drawn away of 
his own luſt; and enriced, and thereby 1 it bringerh 1 
borch fin, . N | 
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Pg 
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power to give him them had Jelks complied with 5 
the condition, On what real ground then can it 


be juſtly ſuppoſed, that if Satan knew he was 


the Son of God, he could have the leaſt reaſon to 


believe or expect he could tempt him to e 
with either propoſal. WO 


COP Re] if we may judge of this temptation 
as a true ſpecimen of the artful wiles of Satan, 
(I mean if there is ſuch a being) it certainly doth 
not evidence his abilities in tempting men to be 
_ ſuperior to thoſe of men; or, that he is a much 
more ſubtle and powerful tempter ; for, had he, 
in either of thoſe reſpects, been ſuperior to men, 
I think we may juſtly conclude, that his tempting _ 
| Jeſus would have been much more artfully laid 

and conducted, and therefore more likely to have 
ſucceeded chan i in what is related by the Evange- 

' liſts. I would finally obſerve, they have not given 
the leaſt intimation, that Satan, in an inviſible 
manner, unperceived by Jefus, infuſed into his 
mind any evil thoughts, or raiſed in him any 
inordinate deſires to tempt him, as the means by 


which mott ; men believe he tempt perſons to ſin. 


The next relation of the Devil, or Satan's 
FT tempring, ] will mention, is that of Judas. John 


Xili. 2. 27. it is ſaid, That, ſupper being ended, 


the Devil now put into the head of Judas Iſcari 49 


to betray Jeſus; or, that after ſupper he gave 


him the ſop, when Satan entered into him. When 
he had taken it he immediately went out, or he 
went his way, and communed. with the chief 
- prieſts, and ſaid to them, What will ye give me, 
and I will deliver him-unto you ? And they were 


glad; and covenanted with him for thirty pieces 


25 of Aver, and he Promiſed and ſought oppor- 
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34 ! e 8 lnk By 11 
1 8 to hwy 1 unto FORT in the e abſence of | 
| {IT the multitude, Luke XII. . . 1 7 4 
"oh 4 wall again intreat the reader to conidia; tur N | 
N neither John nor Luke could have received, fromm 


the Old Teſtament, the leaſt knowledge of Satan 
as a fallen angel, or of his having put into the 
heart of any man evil thoughts, by which ne 


155 tempted him to ſin ; or, that he ever entered into . 1% Al 
any one to effect it. Neither is there any proof. | 
in the evangeliſts, that they. had received from || 


_ Jeſus the leaſt knowledge of either; and, indeed, M10 
this is the only account, in the Bible, of . | 
having entered into any man. For all the inn 
ſtances recorded in the New Teſtament of men's  _. | 

being poſſeſſed by an evil ſpirit, or ſpirits, are, 3 


| olf a demon, or demons, and not by Saen —_ | 
| fallen angel. CC | 


1 Father, I obſerve, that in every 8 FD 
be evangeliſts in which Jeſus mentioned to his 
| { apoſtles, or to Judas, his being betrayed es 7. | 
!'' _ . of them, he did not give them the leaſt intima- | 


tion that he would be tempted to it by Satan, 
=. e leſs Sp his Tg into e as the hal 1, ML 


- 


. "Ip; we 1 1 to W be Jobg W Te- 55 43 
4 lated of his principle and conduct, chap. xii. 6. 
that he cared not for the poor, and being purſe- 
| bearer, he uſed to pilfer what was in the bank; 
' as the original words are rendered by another 1 
. tranſlator: and likewiſe that Jeſus faid he 18a; 
devil, i. e. an adverſary or accuſer, and not clean, 
| like thereſt of the apoſtles, xiii. 11. and his cove-./ 
|| , -  nanting with the chief prieſts for thirty pieces of _ 
5 1 90 to betray him. Ir is 8 we ſhall _ 
3 led 
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led l to underſtand John's and Luke's words, cited l 
| above, not in the literal ſenſe, but only as expreſ= — ||| 
ſſive of Judas's principle and conduct as a very . 


1 coveteous man and an adverſary to Jeſus, who was | 
|. . _- then going to execute his deſign; and, it is reaſon- 
Alle to believe, he previouſly knew the chief prieſts + 
ad ſoughtto take and deſtroy Jeſus. Luke ſays, 
Iudas ſought to betray him unto them, in the ab- 
\ - —- __ ſence of the multitude, and therefore he came 

An the night, with the officers, to take him; and 
dhe Evangeliſts have related that the chief prieſts, _ 
| Xe. before that time had attempted to take him, 
| ,. _«- bur they did not, fearing the people. 


* 


| Hoy far theſe obſervations may be admitted to 
„ explain and alſo to aſcertain the true meaning of 
1 the words under conſideration, is ſubmitted to 
5 the judgment of the inquiſitive and candid reader. 1 
In my view, they appear the moſt probable ſaluta- 
iion of them; at leaſt the literal meaning ſeems _ | 
EE co be attended with conſiderable if not with inn 
ſiuperable difficulties, eſpecially that of Satans 
J%0¶⁊ / 88 3 


—b 
— 


I The next account of Satan I will mention, is 
that reſpecting Peter, Luke xxii. 31. 32. Jeſus 
_  faid to him, Satan hath deſired to have you, that 
be may ſitt you as wheat; 1. e. ſeparate you from . 
mie, like as that grain is from the chaff, not to be 
Anited to me again. But he added, I have 
pPrayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; i. e. in 
Producing a final ſeparation from me; under- 
luanding literally, that Satan deſired to have Pe- 
2 + _ ter for the purpoſe expreſſed in the text, it is verx 
natural to aſk to whom it was communicated ? 1 
preſume we cannot well ſuppoſe it was to Jeſus, _ 
beiecauſe, prior to any effect it could have upon 
!!... no vg 3 r 
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Peter, Jeſus had prayed for him 4 . 


* 50 not fail him in the ſenſe Juſt mentioned. 5 
atan's deſire was not diyulged, it could ope- 


rate only in himſelf; but if it excited him to fift * 

Peter, yet his Lord's praying for him would ren- 
der his tempting him as ineffectual as what is 
related of his tempting Jeſus; and if, as is ge- 
nerxally believed, that Satan knows the thoughts 
and actions of men, he could not but know of 
Jeſus's interpoſing in favor of his favorite diſci- 


ple, and therefore that any os a upon him 


. prove GE. 


$. 


"Phat Peter's faith failed ha to a great degree, 15 
is manifeſt in the evangeliſts; but, in attending 
to what they have related as the apparent cauſe, 
or occaſion of it, we ſhall plainly diſcern it aroſe _ 
from a different adverſary than Satan; that is, 
from his own natural fear of being involved as a 


diſciple of Jeſus in the condemnation, &c. which 


0 he ſaw it was very probable would befall him 
from the hatred of the high prieſts, &c. againſt 


him when he was preſent at his trial, and heard 


him accuſed of being a malefactor and ſeditious _ 
perſon, and likewiſe charged with having deſigns 
againſt. Cæſar's government, by aſſuming to him- - - 
ſelf the title of King of the Jews, and himſelf 
PEST qpenly accuſed as an OOO with Jeſus, 1 


N 


This view of FOR cauſe of Peter 8 ak ang No 


19 0 Ki; clearly explains and accounts for it as the 

adverſary or Satan that occaſioned it. If Satan 
Was the real cauſe of his ſaith failing him, it 
_ muſt be attributed to his exciting his fear leſt he 

| ſhould ſuffer with Jeſus! but of this there is not 

the leaſt intimation in either of the evangeliſts, 
a as it Ko ance the reſt of the N who, go : 
. 


4 


— 


Tod 


5 well as Ss folds they would not Fas bim even 
unto death; but it is plain, their faith failed them 

- as well as Peter” s. That which is peculiar 3 
him is, his thrice denying him at his trial, as is 

. particularly related, And it is evident the eyan- 
e have not given the leaſt hint that Satan 


irred up or tempted the high prieſts, &c. to act 


the part they did to Jeſus that occaſioned Peter's 
47 fear, and which led him to deny his Lord, The 
Ys true and apparent. cauſes or occaſions of the high 
Prieſt's, &c. proceedings againſt Jeſus are clearly _ 


related by the evengeliſts, and which began to 


take place long before his tryal; for prior to that 
time, the Phariſees, &c. on ſeveral occaſions at- 
tempted to take him and put him to death, as is 
related in their writings. I may finally obſerve; „ 
that in every text in which is related Jeins ke: -- 
his - diſciples, br Peter in particular, that they 
would deny him thro' the weakneſs of their faith; 
| alluding to the time when it took place, he did 
not give them the leaſt hint it would ariſe from 
the inſtigation of Satan on their mind. They 
could not have any real ground to believe this, 
becauſe, as I have obſerved, there is not the _ 
leaſt proof, either in the Old Teſtament, or the 
words of Jeſus, ſo far as we are capable of judg- 
ing, from which they could know there was a 
7 fallen angel who PAS 1 men to lin. | 


Having attempted to explain the paſſages 
wherein. are related Satan's tempting Jeſus and 
the two apoſtles, I will crave the reader's atten- 

tion to what our Lord ſaid in ſome of his para- 
bles of the wicked one, Satan, or the Devil, mn. 
tempting men; and the firſt inſtance is that of 
the ſower who ſowed the good feed in his field. 
Matt. xiii. Mark iv. Luke vii, of the ſeed that 
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was ſown by the ighway, he Taid, When one 
hleared the word of the kingdom and under- 1 
ſtandeth it not, or hath not an honeſt and good 
ghaeart, then cometh the wicked one and catcheth | 
or taketh away that which was ſown in his heart; 
or when they have heard, Satan cometh imme: 
diately and taketh away the word that was fomn  _ | 
in their hearts. Satan's tempting theſe perſons | 
is repreſented-to be his taking away the word out 
of their heart; but not by his inſtilling, or put- 
ting into it evil thoughts, or raiſing in it evil de- 
fires. And it is unqueſtionably certain, that the 
above account differs from all other inſtances re- 
lated in the New Teſtament, where he is ſaid to 
tempt men. The perſons above deſcribed in the 
parable, I think are plainly alluded to, and repre- 
ſented verſes 13, 14, 15, as dull of hearing, having 
cloſed their eyes, leſt, at any time, they ſhould 
ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 15 
ſhould underſtand with their heart, and ſhould be 
converted, and I ſhould heal them; which plainlyx 
accounts for the word that was ſown in their 


hearts not abiding there. 


In the parable of the man who made a great 
ſupper, Luke xiv. 15, &c. as ſomewhat ſimilar 
in our Lord's intention with that juſt conſidered; 
hae hath explicitly aſſigned other, and very dif- 
' ferent cauſes why the perſons invited to it did not 
Accept of the invitation than that of Satan's. 
tempting them: They are theſe: They all began 
' to make excuſe; the firlt ſaid, I have bought a 
| _- piece of ground, and I muſt needs go and ſee it; 
i pray thee have me excuſed. —And another ſaid, 
I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
prove them; I pray thee have me excuſed —And _ 
another ſaid, I have married a wife, and 1 
% ph oy Mo ae pl nan Tore 
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fore 1 1 come. So the ſervant came oy 


ſmhewed his lord all theſe things. Theſe cauſes 


why the word did not abide in their heart, are 
ſimilar with thoſe Jeſus aſſigned why the ſeed 


that was ſown on ſtony ground, and on that fo 


| Where the thorns grew up and choaked it, viz. 


- when tribulation ariſeth, becauſe of the word, and 
by and by, they are offended ; or the care of this 


world and the deceitfulneſs of riches, and the 


luſts of other things, and pleaſures of this life, 
enter in and choak the word, and he beareth no 


fruit. Theſe obvious and uſual occaſions of 


temptation to the perſons repreſented in thoſe 
parables, the people preſent could eaſily under- 
ſtand, and alſo apply it uſefully to themſelves :, 
but they could not as it 3 the ſecret * 


Ra of Satay, or the Devil. 


17 A in the Ma of jeſuss Miniſtry, 17 85 
mentioned many other cauſes why men did not 
receive the word than in thoſe parables, as muſt 
be obvious to every one who reads with attention 
his diſcourſes to the people who attended him. 
Thus, when he ſaid to ſome of the unbelieving 


Jews. How can ye believe, which receive honour 


one of another, and ſeek not the honour that | 


cometh. from God only ? 


1 will juſt ſubjoin the following ws which 


he hath articularly mentioned ſeveral other ævi- 


dent cauſes of men's being tempted not to receive 
the word, that may be compared to thoſe repre- 


ſented by the highway, without giving the leaſt 
intimation of the wicked one taking away 'the 


& -: word out of their heart, Luke Xili. 24. xiv. 
| 1 35. 70 


| But | 
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But what juſt or ſatisfactory proof is there to 
be given why it ought to be believed that Satan 
tempts men by taking away the word out of the 
heart of thoſe Jeſus compared to the highway on 7 
Which the ſeed was ſown, left they ſhould belie e 
and be faved, and yet not tempt or draw away. „ 
thoſe who have received the word with joy; and 
Where, for a time, it promiſed fair for bringing 
Forth fruit? For, it is undeniable, that Jeſus did 
not attribute it to the temptation of Satan, but 
to other manifeſt and common temptations to. 
men, which cannot but be admitted, and which 
his hearers could eaſily underſtand, but, I pre- 
ſume, they could not, as it reſpected Satan as a 
allen angel, for reaſons and proofs already of- 
fered. The adverſary to the ſeveral perſons 
above repreſented, were the things of this world, 
ſuch as Jeſus mentioned, which too ſtrongly 
operated upon the heart of ſome of them, as 
_ reaſons why the word did not take any root in it; 
or why they did not accept of the invitation to the 
ſupper; and of others, who received it with joy, 
yet did not bring forth fruit to perfection; or, 
in the expreſſive words of Jeſus, reſpecting the 
wan who brought forth fruit, They had not an 
/ ĩ ES oa er ao 


The conduct of the men, compared to the ſeed 
ſown by the highway, is affectingly exemplified: 
in what is related of the young man, Mark x. %% 
295. who aſked Jeſus what he ſhould do to inherit 
| eternal life? His riches, and the thought of part» 
ing with them as a condition thereto, made him 

gs away without receiving the leaſt benefit from 

the ſeed Jeſus ſowed in his heart. . | 
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The 1 made upon the foregoing paſo N | 
8 in Matthew, may poſſibly: aſſiſt us in e- 
plaining another, John vii. 44. Jeſus ſaid to tge 


Jews, ye are of your c ak the Devil, and the 
luſts of your father ye will do; he was a mur- 
derer from the beginning, and abade not in the 
rtrüth, becauſe there is no truth in him. When 
be ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his own, for he 
. Ys, and the father of it. In verſe 34, he 
N ſaid, whoſoever committeth fin is the ſervant of 
7-70 fn. . In theſe words he perſonifies ſin, cues! - 
their maſter, and they his ſervants or ſlaves ; 
| like manner as Paul repreſents the Romans 4 Poa 


their converſion. chap, vi. He then changes the 

_ perſon to that of father, ſaying, Ye do that which | 
ye have ſeen with your father; or, ye do the deeddss 
of your father. v. 41. As he hath perſonified fin  ? 
as their maſter, and alſo their father, whoſe deedss 
they did, from whence they became ſervants of | 
the former, or children of the latter, by imitation... | 


It ſurely cannot be judged to be offering violence ] 
to, or unjuſtifiably itraining the ſenſe of the word , 
Devil, to ſuppole by that word he perſonified fin — _! 
as their father, by doing his luſts, or deeds. . 1 _ | 


cannot well omit obſerving, that when the apoſ- 
tle mentioned Eve's tranſgreſſion. 2 Cor: xi. 3. 

he did not ſay it was occaſioned by the Devils 

- tempting her, but that it was by the ſubtility of 24 

the ſerpent, as in Geneſis, ' And it is undeniable — _Þ 

that there is not one text in the Bible in which S 
mention is made of her being wax a by” the 11 
„ Den; i. e. a fallen * "mY 
9 That 10 their kw v. 48; lein did not wen 1 

1 the Devil, v. 44, ſeems pretty plain, from his is 


5 ; ſaying They did that which they had ſeen with their 0 
father. But, I Preſume, here is no man that 3 
Rh believes 
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bile they had {i den the N80 of the Devil 48 4 5 5 


murderer and a liar. When Jeſus repreſents the 


"ies; he was ſpeaking to as the children ef the 
Devil, or that he was their father, he does not 


impute it to his ſecret wiles or inſtigation 1 in their 


hearts, no more than in ' verſes 38. 41. After a 
like manner of expreſſion he faid to them, If ye 
were the children of Abraham ye would do the 


man who believes he intended, that if they had 


done his works it would have deen by the influ- 
ence of his ſecret ſuggeſtions in their heart. But 


The 8 that if they had heard and obeyed his word, 


| Hike as Abraham did the Revelations which God) 0 
made to bim, NT would e _—_— oy di green oh 


To the” Jews Telus ſaid, Matt. xxlii. TY; Ye 1 85 
are witneſſes to yourſelves that ye are the chil- 
8 of them that killed the prophets. But, 
[ar ater there is no man who eben that theß 


works of Abraham. But, 1 imagine, there is no 1 8 


were witneſſes it was owing to the ſecret inſtiga- : 


tions or influence which thoſe wicked men had 


on their minds which led them to act the part . 0 


accuſed them of; but his meaning is as in the 
other paſſage, that their principles and conduct 
were ſimilar with thoſe murderers of the pro- 
phets, and which the Jews afterwards manifeſted 

towards him, which he has ene in a . . 


5 rable. Matt. xxi. 33. 38. 
„ } T7338 
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1 would further obſerve, that as 1 eſus did 901 ik ” 
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in any of the foregoing texts explain to his apoſ . 
5 5 or the Jews, his meaning of the word Satan, 


or the Devil, i. e. whether he was a fallen angel 
or not, they could not know he intended ſuch a 
' being, for reaſons I have before offered; and, it 
1s | remarkable, that” the text in ee Vil, 44 Ge 
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the Jo one in "hich he attributed PR. principle 


and conduct of the unbelieving Jews towards 
himſelf to the Devil. For, in his numerous, ſe- 
vere, and pointed e of them, he aſcribed 
it to their corrupt hearts and wicked conduct, 


Which they had too long manifeſted in their not 
| Keeping the law of God; or, as he tells them, _ 
had they believed Moſes, they would have be- 7 


| lieved him; but, as they did not, they withſtood 
the united and inconteſtible evidences he gave 
_ them, that he was the Son of God, and therefore 


they ought to obey his word. Muſt it not, 


therefore, to an attentive and unbiaſſed reader, 
appear ſomewhat difficult to be accounted for, 
that of thoſe Jews only he has attributed their 


principle and conduct to the Devil; whereas, f 
all others, who were equally corrupt and unbe- 


lieving, he did not even once tell any of them 


they were his children, in the common accepta- 
tion of thoſe words, eſpecially when they gave 


him as great occaſion for expreſſing himſelf in as 
pointed a manner, To inſtance only thoſe Phariſees 
who wickedly and fooliſhly ſaid he caft out 


' devils, i. e. demons, by Belzebub che Prince of | 
Devils, 1. e. eee . 


As it is walli our 0 lahr has perſonified” 


the wicked Jews who killed the prophets, as the 


cauſe of producing children like themſelves, \ By HE 
the Jews he ſpake to, who, it is certain, had not 


the leaſt influence in effecting it; why ſhould. 
it be judged incredible thar he ſhould ſpeak after 
a like manner in his uſing the words Satan, &c. 
7 he Apoſtle, in the fixth chapter to the Romans, 
has perſonified ſin, as having been their lord 
and maſter, whom, before their converſion, they 
bee. in e the 1 of the fleſn 2 
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Wo he od, But every intelligent 5 6h with 9 9 
out the leaſt objection, or difficulty, admits he is 
not to be underſtood in a literal ſenſe, but only 
as an expreſſive figure, in which, in ſtrong lan- 
' guage, he deſcribes their former wicked princi- 

| n 105 ROY as he doth | 1 the ole ne 
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| Heving in the firs pager, ih W all hes 
Paſſages in the Evangeliſts, in which the wicked | 
one, Sc. is ſaid to tempt men to fin, 1 will no- 
"attend to thoſe in the Acts of the Apoſtles, Me. 


0 . the other Pres of ie New T e 9 a 920 imi- 15 0 | 


har Kind. 


ND the | Hiſt his 1 is cn in the A. is 


| «chap. v. 3, 4, 9, concerning Ananias; to 
him» Peter ſaid, Why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to lie the Holy Ghoſt, to keep back part of 
the price of the land After telling him, in 
the next verſe, it was in his own power or choice 
do fell the land or not; and after he had ſold it, 5 
to keep the price of it, or put it into the joint 
ſtock „he charged him with conceiving what he had 
done, ſaying, Why haſt thou conceived this thing 
in thine heart? thou haſt not lied unto men, (in 
P's ſaying it was the whole given into the fund wien 
it was but a part of it) but unto God. In theſe ex,. 
preſſions he has plainly attributed the original mov- 
ing cauſe of n Fa and conſequent conduct to 
5 1 . 
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"RF This ſeems to be confirmed. from Shar 
be farther ſaid to him, in theſe words: How is 
7 it that ye have agreed together (his wife being 


rivy to the tranſaction) to tempt the ſpirit of 
the Lord ?—Theſe addreſſes to Ananias, render 


it at leaſt probable that Peter believed it was a 
ſtep concerted between them; and ſhe agreeing to 
the putting it in execution, became a party in 
the criminal conduct. Peter's words therefore 
may be thought to create ſome difficulty in de- 
termining whether he imputes Ananias's heart, 
being filled by Satan, or that the firſt riſe of it 
Was in himſelf, in conceiving the thing; AR 
Peter believed ' it was primarily owing to the for- 
mer, it could not be to the latter but only in a 
ſecondary ſenſe; and had the Apoſtle known this 
to be the true ſtate of the caſe, one would na- 
turally conclude, he would in one or both the 
latter addreſſes to him, have in that manner re- 
preſented it; but, it is certain, from his own _ 
Words, he hath not. From the whole relation of 
this ſingular tranſaction, it appears to me, that 
the primary excitement in the heart of Ananias, 
to contrive and put in execution what js related 
of him, aroſe from his own coveteous mind, 
which ſuggeſted to him the thought of keeping 
back part of the price of the land, under the de- 
luding hope, that could he ſucceed | in concealing + 
the tranſaction from the Apoſtle and others, he 
might receive from the joint ſtock a greater in- 
come than he had any right to; and alſo keep part 
ol it for his own uſe; as may appear probable 
from chap. ii, 44, 45. and Yi, 0 3. But lktir 
.._ - deceitful and criminal conduct was not only deg 
tteected, but alſo puniſhed of God, in a very ſignal. 
and exemplary manner, as a ſolemn and affecting 


2 5 warning 
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out the leaſt objection, or difficulty, admits he is Py 


not to be underſtood in 2 literal ſenſe, but only 
as an expreſſive figure, in which, in ſtrong lan- 

© "guage, he deſcribes their former wicked princi- 
„ Py 4 cone, as he dork! in the hel RIPE ; 


wy 0 u. 


Plies, in webs Ada pages, . dered all 1 
Puaſſages in the Evangeliſts, in which the wicked 
one, Sc. is aid to tempt men to fin, I will now. 
attend to thoſe in the Act. of the Apoſtles, and 


. the other Ore of why New e 2 a ſimi 73 


tor Kind. 
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chap. v. 3, 4, 9, concerning Ananias; to 


10 ; 1985 Peter ſaid, Why hath Satan filled thine heart : | 
to lie the Holy Ghoſt, to keep back part of 
the price of the land After telling him, in 


the next verſe, it was in his own power or choice 


do ſell the land or not; and after he had fold it, 
to keep the price of it, or put it into the joint 
ſtock ,he charged him with conceiving what he had 
done, faying, Why haſt thou conceived this thing 
in thine heart? thou haſt not lied unto men, (in 
© faying 1 it was the whole given into the fund when _ 
it was but a part of it) but unto God. In theſe ex, 


"reflions he has plainly attributed theoriginal mov- 


ing cauſe of his A an een conduct to 
, . be 


WY 


= himſar, This ſeems to be confined from what 
he farther ſaid to him, in theſe words; How is 
it that ye have agreed together (his wife being 
_ privy. to the tranſaction) to tempt the ſpirit of 
the Lord?—Theſe addreſſes to Ananias, render 
it at leaſt probable that Peter believed it was a 
ſtep concerted between them; and ſhe agreeing to 


the putting it in execution, became a party in 


the criminal conduct. Peter's words therefore 
may be thought to create ſome difficulty in de- 
termining whether he imputes Ananias's heart, 
being filled by Satan, or that the firſt riſe of it 


Pas in himſelf, in conceiving the thing; for, if 


Peter believed it was primarily owing to the for- 


mer, it could not be to the latter but only in a 


| ſecondary ſenſe; and had the Apoſtle known this 
to be the true ſtate of the caſe, one would na- 
turally conclude, he would in one or both the 
latter addreſſes to him, have in that manner re- 
preſented it; but, it is certain, from his own _ 
Words, he hath not. From the whole relation of 
this ſingular tranſaction, it appears to me, that 


the primary excitement in the heart of Ananias, 


to contrive and put in execution what is related 

of him, aroſe from his own coveteous mind, 

- which ſuggeſted to him the thought of keeping ; 
back part of the price of the land, under the de- 


luding hope, that could he ſucceed in concealing 


the tranſaction from the Apoſtle and others, he 


1 might receive from the joint ſtock a greater in- 
come than he had any right to; and alſo keep part 


dceceitful and criminal conduct was not only dee. 


of it for his own uſe; as may appear probable 


from chap, ii, 44, 45. and vi. % % . N 


tected, but alſo puniſhed of God, in a very ſignal. 
3 and exemplary manners as a folemn and affecting 
D 2 . warning 


„ 


warning to other diſciples, to avoid the like de- 
, ceitful and wicked conduct. N 


* 


5 That, by the word Sung; Pac aid 1 not in- 
tend a fallen angel, is to me undeniable from 
what I have obſerved of the entire filence in the. 
Old Teſtament, of ſuch a being; and that ſofar 
1 ag we know, Jeſus did not inform his apoſtles of 
Ws It follows therefore, that Ananias could not 
Eber or believe that by the word Satan 
Peter intended ſuch a being. Neither could 


Peter, ſo far as we know, have any real evidence 


on which to believe his heart was filled by bim 


as the exciting cauſe of his doing what he did; 


„ 


or Ananias have any inward perception or con- 
ſciouſneſs of it. And, it hath been obſerved, 
that Peter 1 imputes Anantas's fin to his conceiv- 
ing the thing in his heart, and that he and his 


wit had N together 1 in that act. 


n in 2 Cor. xl. 14. this Apoſtle Cath, 
84055 himſelf is transformed into an angel of 


light, 1 | think he cannot well be underſtood to 
mean into one like an holy angel; it having no 
3 connection or coincidence with v. 1 . and _*. 
therefore moſt probably he means an apoſtle of _ 
light, i. e. himſelf. See Gal. iv. 14. But then 
this'transformation muſt be in a viſible character, 


as a teacher of his tenets, or doctrines, or an in- 


viſible transformation. If we ſuppoſe the former 
to be his meaning it will be attended with very 
great if not with inſuperable difficulties, to ac- 
count for there being not the leaſt hint, much 
leſs an inſtance of jt related in the New Teſta- 
ment. If we ſuppoſe the Apoſtle means the 
1 5 latter, it e 1 e be attended with equal 
1 r 


to) 


1 585 e eee f | Kor, it is na el to aſk, i"; or 
by what means could his miniſters come at the 
knowledge of this, or receive their doctrine, or 


any explicit direction or "ROTOR as from him, : 


. * as his miniſters, Orgy I 


In the firſt Epiſtle es iv. 7 che N . 


1 7 ginal word is tranſlated I have in a figure trans- 

Formed—to myſelf, and Apollos—or rather to 

himſelf only; that is, I have contradiſtinguiſhed, 
or contraſted myſelf and Apollos with the falſe 
_ apoſtles, for your ſakes, that as we always have 


acted as the ſtewards or ſervants of Chriſt only, 
and not made the leaſt claim of headſhip over 
you, as though you were our diſciples. (See chap.. 


1. I2=—IF.) ye might learn, by our example, not 


to think of men, 1. e. the falſe apoſtles, your 

leaders, above that which is written, and there- 
fore not be puffed up for one againſt another. 
In this contraſt of himſelf with the falſe apoſtles, 
he is not to be underſtood to admit their having 
the leaſt claim to be the apoſtles of Chriſt any 
more than Satan, whom, he ſays, is transformed 
into an angel of light, 1 i. e. an apoſtle of Chriſt. 


Ts the . b 1 may add, 
that when the Apoſtle, in his 1 Epiſtle i. ii. 


cContraſts the tenets or doctrines of the falſe 


apoſtles with the revelations of the ſpirit of God 
made to him, or the wiſdom of God in the goſ= _ 
pel, which he had taught the Corinthians; he 
calls their wiſdom the wiſdom of the wiſe, the 
wiſdom of men, and the wiſdom and ſpirit of 


men, and the wiſdom and fpirit of the world, or 
of the Princes of this 5 5 but he hath not 


given the leaſt hint that it was the wiſdom or 
_ doctrine of mac which had he believed, it is 


D 3 "0 natural 


335 natural to 8 bs ks "NE 8 it, fo 


as a very ſtrong argument why they ought to 
renounce it, and the falſe apoſtles as his mini- 


12 70 eye.” 


. but of theſe d he 1 is carrety ſilent. 


1 wil dated a conjecture, in ſuch 1 offer TJ OR, 
on v. 14. which, if admitted, ſeems to obviate _ 
the difficultis above-mentioned, which is this, 
| that one Of the falſe apoſtles, on ſome account, 
perhaps as a Jew, chap. i. 23. 2 Epiſtle xi. 22, 

23. was head or chief among them, and on that 
account put himſelf upon an equality, in his 
Apoſtles character, with Paul, and that the others 
acted at leaſt in a meaſure, if” not wholly by his 
 1nftru&ion and authority, and with him were de: 
cCeitful workers transforming themſelves into the Bog 


5 . and miniſters of Chriſt. 


| T he apoſtles Sling Kew Satan: or an adver- 
19 75 ſary, i, e. to him and his doctrine, is not much _ 
unlike what Jeſus ſaid of Peter, that hs was 


1 195 Satan and of Judas, that he is a devil. 


- 


When the” Apoſtle, addreſling birnfelf. to FO 6 


departure, ſhall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not ſparing the flock, alſo of your own 


1 Epheſians, Acts xx. 29, 30. faith, that after his 


fſelves, ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things 


to draw away diſciples after them, as was the | 


conduct of thoſe falſe apoſtles at Corinth, he dom 


not give them the leaſt hint that any of them 
would be the miniſters of Satan. And when 
our Saviour foretold that falſe teachers, or pro- 


% phers, would ariſe and deceive many by their 


_ doctrine, he did not give the leaſt intimation of a 
their being the agents of Satan, or that they 
25 would receiye his , or Wed * bis TD” . Mt 


» . 
; : f 4 . 7 
/ - » : 6 / 
1 f e 


. ne” NaN kb Apotte faith: to dhe 8 as. 5 
JJ ðͤ | "Wi 2. Rar 10 wes paſt ye walked according to 
| © the courſe of this world, according to the prince 
VCC power of the air, the ſpirit that now 
vVorketh in the children of 'diſobedience, among 
whom alſo we all had our converſation by” times 7 


1 We N paſt in the lofts of fleſh and of the mind. | 


”; 
„ 4 -- 
9 


1 4 ORE G 
is Nen. 


JJ > Whovier reads Rule 5 I, il, um olainly Wo 
e uot obſerve the Apoſtle hath given a particular and 

 _ _arge repreſentation of the principles and conduct 

of the Heathens, and in general from 'whence 
they aroſe; but it is certain, he hath not attri- 
J either to the temptations of Satan, but to 

dhe courſe of this world, or the examples of thoſe 
wWtzhzey lived amongſt, and from whom they learned 
7 them, by which 12 0 an the deſires of the 
* mind, &c. 1 


7; And te Apoſtle 8 ee e 425 che Pio 
eiples and conduct of the Roman Chriftians be= 
fore their converſion, as chap. vi. perfectly cor- _ 
_ reſponds with the above chapters. See alſo Ephe& 
iv. 179—22. May we not therefore, with great | 
probability, at leaſt, if not with an abſolute cer= 
„ tainty, conclude, that by the Prince of the power 
book the air, the ſpirit that worked in the children 
vol diſobedience, the Apoſtle did not mean a fal- 
len angel, but their own corrupt and wicked de- 
fires and principles; beſides, it ſhould be remem- hep 
bered it hath been ſhewed that there is not any 
account, in the Old Teſtament, of a fallen angel, 
and therefore that neither Paul nor thoſe Chriſ- 
dans could know there was ſuch a being, and 
mat ho tempted them to 1 8 the gy 0 che 
„ mind, Kc. VET 
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The 8 obſervations, I BE may | 


3 1 to explain our Lord's words to Paul, Acts 


0 | xxvi. 18. that he ſent him to the Gentiles to 
turn them from darkneſs. to light, and from the 


power of Satan unto God. See v. 20. I ſhould . 


N think it can hardly be doubted, that by the Gen- 


tiles being in darkneſs, and in the power of Sa- 
tan, are deſigned to expreſs the ſame thing, and 
not that the former was the effect of the power 
of the latter. After a like manner I preſume we 
are to underſtand the words turned to light, or 


their converſion to the goſpel. Epheſ iv. 20—24. . 
Now, what the ſtate of darkneſs is, or the ſins 


intended, we learn from Rom. xiii, 12, 13, 14. 
Ihe Apoſtle, writing to the Gentile Colofſians, 
uſeth expreſſions perfectly equivalent with thoſe. 


| we are conſidering. i. 13. Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated 


As into the kingdom of his dear Son. What he. 

intends by their having been in the power of 

Adaarkneſs, 1. e. their former ſins, is "PIN from. 
„ 1—8. e Epbeſ. iv. 1719. v. 8 e 


5 „ text, 1 Giada: wh . in 
- Epheſians ii. 2. already conſidered, is what the 


| Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. iv. 4. In whom the God of 


this world hath blinded the minds of them that. 


believe not, leſt the light of the 5 goſpel 3 

5 God ſhould 1 
mimine unto them. By comparing theſe. words 
© vith, chapter the third, and particularly with 
pe . 18, it appears very plain to me, 
ttzat he ſpake of the unbelieving Jews reſpectinng 


of Chriſt, who is the image © 


unto God, are expreſſive of the ſame tate, i.e. 


8 1 


their blindneſs of mind; i. e they did not ſee the BEE | 


nos true deſign and end of the law as centering in; 
15 Chriſt, no more than the Uraclites ſaw the face 
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Wi 


"of Moſes wh tie earned it we A | watts” That 
by the God of this world, the Apoſtle did in- 


tend Satan, and that he was the real cauſe of the 


blindneſs of mind of the Jews, is plain to me 


55 7 his own account of it in theſe texts. Rom. 


IX. 31, 32, 33. x. 14. xi J—32. 1 Cor. i. 22, 
23. See alſo 1 Pet. ii. 2, 8. John ix. 39, 40, 41. 
And the Apoſtle himſelf was a remarkable in- 
ſtance of that blindneſs of mind, or his 1 hath 
rance in unbelief, which he imputed to the Jews. 
But, 1 judge, it will appear evident to every n i 
who is converſant in his writings, that he hath 

not even once attributed it to Satan as the 
of this world, but to other cauſes, as manifeſt 


facts, from whence it aroſe. Neither hath Jeſus, 


nor the Evangeliſts, in any one text, aſcribed the 
blindneſs of mind of the Jews, to the God of 
this world, i. e. to Satan; but to very different 

ones that are plainly related in cheir writings, 


N and therefore are eaſily diſcerned 4 admired. NL. 


"of FLOP: impartze! readers 0 


The Apoſtle . in bis firſt ple, © v. 3 
9, 10. ſaith, Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your 
e the Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 


about ſeeking whom he may devour, whom reſiſt 


ſtedfaſt in the faith, knowing that the ſame af- 
flictions are accompliſhed in your brethren that 
are in the world. But the God of all grace, who 


| hath called us to his eternal kingdom, by Jeſus 175 


Chriſt, after that ye have ſuffered a while, (i. e. 


under 'thaſe afflictions) make you per 5 ed, dali, 2 4 
Krengthen, ſettle Tau. = 


This e WY of the Devil, or 1 : 


1 (they are exhorted to reſiſt) in bs cagerneſs 
Fe after, and devouring his prey, or whom he may, is | 


e taken dam the lion's s 'ravenous fierce - 
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'» neſs after his prey; and when he has ſeized it, his 
daevouring it. And whoever reads the following 
texts, beſides many more, will plainly diſcern let 

fully exemplified in the perſecutors of the diſci- . 


ples of Jeſus, eſpecially by the unbelieving erw 


in their ravenous ſpirit and conduct towards 


them. Acts. viii. 13. 21. Gal. i. 13. Acts xiii. 


Ku 44, 45, 50. xvi. 5, 6, 7. 13. xxi. 279—31. xxit. 


"3 22, 23. XXIII. 12, &c. 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25, But 

the Apoſtle's repreſentation does not equally, if 
at all, apply to the conduct of the Devil, who, 
by moſt men, is ſuppoſed to attack men by his 


; \ ſecret or imperceptible devices, or inſtigations 8 
their mind, or heart. Even his tempting Jeſus, 


as it is related, doth not accord with Peter's re- 


preſentation. 


I think it is natural to ſuppoſe, that the al. 


flictions which theſe Chriſtians endured, and were 
' _ accompliſhed, alſo in their brethren that were in 
the world, from the ſame kind of adverſary, are 


the perſecutions the Apoſtle mentions more at 
large, chap. iii. 1&—19, If this is admitted, as 


. moſt probable we cannot well fail in underſtand- _ | 


ing him to mean the adverſary that perſecuted 
them. Perhaps to this will be objected his ex- 
bhorting them to reſiſt the adverſary as though he 
intended a perſonal reſiſtance. But to this it may 


be replied, in his own words; it was by being 
fee a che Feine f. e. by n h nd" 


herence to their profeſſion as Chriſtians. There 


are two texts in which the ſame original word 


occurs that may ſerve to illuſtrate and confirm 
this to be his meaning. Our Saviour told his 
apoſtles, Luke xxi. 15. I will give you a mouth 
and wiſdom, which all your adverſaries ſhall not 

be able to reſiſt, This was exemplified in Ste- 
phen, Acts vi. 9. 10. The unbelieving Jews 
„„ LBD e „ Were 


% 


a 


15 105 | were not 1 to kl the . and tha POLY by. 7 
wich he ſpake to them. In this caſe there was 


reliſting on both ſides; on his It was N the . 13 
1 dom and the ſpirit. . 


To thoſe Peter wrote to 1 was no Gene 


in their knowing what were their own afflictions 
and thoſe of their brethren that were in the 

. world, but there ſeems to me a very conſiderable 

one attending their knowing what they were, if 
underſtood, of the wiles or devices of an inviſi- 
505 ble 1 on their hearts or minds. 1 


gun it be ſaid that the Devil Rirted up or 


. excited their enemies to perſecute them, and in 
that ſenſe he exhorted them to reſiſt him; 1 

OD. anſwer, that in the many texts in the Evangeliſts 
in which Jeſus declared to his apoſtles and diſci- 


ples what it was that would ſtir up their enemies 
to perſecute them, he has not even once attributed it 


to be Devil. Neither hath Luke, in his Hiſtory of g 
the Apoſtles, in deſcribing the perſecutions t ey | 
met with, even in one text, attributed it to him, 


Inſtead of this, Jeſus and that hiſtorian have 


aſcribed it to other and very different cauſes that 
are therein plainly related, and very much becauſe 

they were his diſciples; or, as he ſaid, If they 
paeenne: me, er will allo eas „ e 


There is one text in the 1 Epiſtle to'the Thef- ; 


7 ſalonians, that, I judge, will illuſtrate and con- 
firm the foregoing explication of that under confi- 
. ._ deration, chap. 11. 18, Wherefore we would . 

come unto you (even 1, Paul) once and again, but | 
Satan hindered, us. In looking into Acts xvii. it 
appears, that after ke had converted many r 
| Theſſalonians to the faith of Chriſt, or that they 
had 1 148 the et he proven to them. 


The 


„ „ 


e 


Tbe W Jews ſeeing lis Ga flirted : 


up the baſer ſort of the people, and raiſed ſo 
great a perſecution againſt him, and the new 
converts, that the brethren judged it expedient _ 
to ſend away Paul by night, in a ſecret manner, 
who went to Berea, where, for ſome time, bs. 
preached the goſpel, and converted many of 
them. Upon thoſe Jews at Theſſalonica, WE | 


ing of this, they came there alſo, and acted after 


2 like manner; upon which account the brethren 
ſent Paul away to Athens, ſome of whom accom- 


panied him, but Timothy and Silas continued 


behind. In this ſtate of things the Apoſtle left 


his new converts at Theſſalonica, at which his 


mind was ſo uneaſy, that when Timothy came to 
him at Athens, he ſent him back to them, that 
be might comfort and eſtabli them in their 
faith under their perſecutions, who, on his re- 
turn to Corinth, Acts xviii. 5. brought him a 
moſt agreeable account of their ſtedfaſtneſs in the 
faith. On a view of this ſtate of things, there 
ſeems to be no great difficulty 1n judging who the 
Satan, or adverſary is, that hindered him from re- 
turning to them, as he had more than once wiſhed 
to do, namely, the perſecuting Nn 1 


That which adds ſome force to this "explicatipn! 1 


. is, what he ſays, chap. iii. 4, 5, 6. For, verily, 


when we were with you we told you before, that 


e ſhould ſuffer tribulation, even as it came to 
| paſs, and ye know, for this cauſe, when I could 
no longer forbear, I ſent to know your faith, leſt, 
by ſome means, the tempter, having tempted you, 
by our labour be in vain, &c. The tempter 
likely to tempt them, appears evident from the 
Context, i. e. the perſecuting Jews, by whom they 
15 ſuffered e as well as W ja 
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5 be Apolle fans, in hit 0 7. faith, refit : 
the Devil and he will flee from you. In verſes „ 
he tells them, The ſpirit, or temper that dwells 1 in . 
ſome of them, luſteth to envy. Bat to thoſe 
who endeavoured” to govern it, he aſſutes them 


for their encouragement, that God giveth mog 


grace, but he reſiſteth the proud and envious, 
but giveth grace unto the humble. And then he 


1 juſtly exhorted them to ſubmit themſelves 
to God, 1, e. to his grace; reſiſt the Devil, and 


de will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he 
© will draw nigh to you. If, by their reſiſting the 


Devil, the Apoſtle means the ſpirit of pride and 


envy excited or ſtirred up in them by him; or 
that by his ſecret influence he rengthened it, 


than for the perſons to judge of the propriety and 7 
juſtneſs of his exhortation, they muſt have ſome 


clear evidence by which they could know it was | 


really produced or wrought in them by the De- 
vil, unleſs the Apoſtle and the perſons believed 
it never exiſted in the minds of men, but from 
that cauſe alone; which, I preſume,” no one will 
attempt to prove, much leſs effect it. For, if it 
is allowed, as ſurely it will, that the ſpirit of 
pride may be, and is often produced in the mind 
of man, from very different cauſes, both internal 
as well as external. If this is allowed, then the 
| kegel in whom it dwells, muſt, as was obſerved, 
have a real inward perception, or evidence, by | 
Which he can and actually did diſtinguiſh ics 
ariſing from the excitation or influence of the 
Devil, and not from other and very different 
5 cauſes, otherwiſe he would not have been able 
to know, with any real certainty, it aroſe from 
him. For if he is incapable of making that dif- 


tinction, he certainly cannot know whether he _ 
reſiſts the Devil, or any internal of outward well! 


ous caule, or cauſes, from whence that ſpirit 
KN ge 
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And, I perſualle myſelf, there is not now any 
rational man that believes that Satan does tempt 
men to be proud, or envious, who can make that 
diſtinction, or diſcrimination between that which 


is excited in him by Satan, and what ariſes from 
bis natural paſſion not duly governed, and from 

05 bloke he is drawn into fin, This pride and 

envy the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, ſeems, from the con- 

Nh Br to be the adverſary. they were to reſiſt, and 

8 concerning which they were competent judges; 
but, I apprehend, they were not, as it reſpected 

an inviſible ſpirit. Indeed, did it appear that the 

ſacred writers have always, or very enerally "i 

_ tributed pride, or the uſual effect of it envy, to 

the ſecret inſtigation of the Devil, as a fallen an- 


gel, there would be ſome reaſon to believe. that 
the Apoſtle intended him in the text under conſi- 


ration; but, I preſume, it will not be found thug 
repreſented ; in any or thoſe WrIGNgs. 


71 


In chap. i. 14, 15. the Apoltle hath given 4 


very plain account” of what are the inward natu- 
ral cauſes in every man, of his being tempted, \ 
I. e. when he is drawn away of his own luſt, cat 
enticed, Then when luſt hath conceived, 


bringeth forth fin. This is ſo entirely Gon, 


deat to the natural and univerſal, experience of 
every man, that 1 ſhould judge it will be ad- 


mitted is not only juſtly founded, but ſo far as 
men really know what paſſes within themſelves, is 


5 the original, inward, and true cauſe of their be- 
15 308 tempted delia. p 1 


The Apoſtle 1 in Pt I Epilte ili. 8 x0, | 


lich, * that 55 15 is of the Devil, 
Ne ot Ot „ tor 


7 „ 


f for the Devil ſinneth from K. beginning. or 0 


this purpoſe the Son of Go# was manifeſted that 
he might deſtroy the works of the Devil. In this 


the children of God are manifeſt, and. the chil- 
dren of the Devil. Whoever doth not righteouſ- 


10 neſs is not of God, neither he that en not 


his brother. Underſtanding theſe words gr, 
and without limitation, and comparing them with 


chap. v. 18, 19. ſome may be ready to ſuppoſe 
he believed and has aſſerted, that every wicked 


action men commit, originates from the influence 
or devices of the Devil in their heart, and that 


Jieſus Was ſent to deſtroy his power in them, or 
hu work manifeſt i in their conduct. 


"The Apoſtle Gaith of Cain, els: 12, he's was 4 55 
that wicked one, or one of the Children of the 


Devil; as v. 10. who ſlew his brother, or did not 


love him, and wherefore ſlew he him, becauſe his 
- own works were evil, and his brother's righteous, _ 


Theſe words may aſſiſt us in explaining thoſe un- 11 


der conſideration, and the laſt cited text; for he 
himſelf has here aſſigned the real and true cauſe 
from whence Cain was excited to commit thar 
wicked action. And this perfectly agrees with 


what is related in Gen. iv. 4. &c. where it is ſaid © - 
| The Lord had reſpect unto Abel, and to his of-. 


fering z but unte Cain and his offering he had 
not reſpect; and Cain was very wrath, and his 


countenance fell. To whom the Lord ſaid, Why 


art thou wrath, and why is thy countenance fal- 
len ? If thou doſt well thou ſhalt not be accepted; 


and if thou doſt not well fin lieth at the door. 


Under chis ſtate of Cain's mind, and his ſuff-r- 
ing his wrath io overcome his reaſon, and his not 
| being influenced by what the Lord ſaid to him, it 
. :0anifeſt he was excited to kill his brother; or, 
1 in the words of the av James, 15 cited, He 


was 


15 N 
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and enticed; and when luſt had conceived, it 
8 forth fin, In the above chapter it is in- 
diſputable that there is not the leaſt intimation * 
Cain's being tempted to that action by the inſti- 
gation of the Devil, as a fallen angel, as was 
noted. The Apoſtle hath aſſigned the true cavie _ 
of his flaying his brother, which coincides with 
what is related in Geneſis. Seeing then he ſpeaks 
of Cain as of that wicked "one, or one of the 
children of the Devil, though it doth not in the 
leaſt appear, from Geneſis nor his own words that 
he was excited to it by him but by his own wrath 
againſt his brother. Why ſhould ir be "0: x 


- was tempted being d Wen | away as 170 own U l 


© he aurribares' his fin, or that of all other men, to 


the wicked one, or the Devil. By either of thoſe. 
words one would therefore rather be led to be- 
_lieve the Apoſtle intends an adverſary like as was 
that to Cain, i. e. men's unſubdued paſſions, or 
deſires; and on that account he calls them the 


wo children of the Devil, or of the wicked one; 


and from men's having been influenced thereby, ; 
the world laid in wickedneſs, correſpondent to - 
Which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Gentile world. 


Eßpheſ. v. 6. Col. iti. 6. That they were the 5 


children of diſobedience. Or to the Theſſalo- 
nians, they were children of the night, and of 
_ darkneſs; or, in our Lord's words to the unbe- 
living Jews, That they were the children of thoſe 
men who in ages paſt killed the prophets. Com- 
| pare what hath been obſerved with Nom. vi. in 
which chapter the Apoſtle attributes the wicked · 


" neſs of the Heathen world to a like adverſary x 
that led Cain to ſlay his brother, i. e. they yielded | 
their members or paſſions as inſtruments of un- 
Tee, unto ſin; or by obeying the luſts of 


0 mortal * fin . in and over be | 
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To reform men from their fins which aroſe frem | 
thoſe cauſes, as their adverſary was one of the | 
primary ends and purpoſes for which the Son of 

_ God was manifeſted that he might deftroy thoſe 
works; or, in the words of the Apoſtle John, the 
/  AU RITA "0p 1 
That which will much jlluftrate what I have 
| obſerved, are the exhortations of the Apoſtle, 
Paul to thoſe in whom Chriſt, by his miniſters, _ 
had deſtroyed their wicked works, And the 

Whole of it is comprehended in the laſt cited 

Chapter. To whom he faith, Let not fin reign 
in your mortal body that ye ſhould obey it in 

|\\1/-  _ the luſts thereof, &c, and add, Epheſ. v. 25, 

28“, 27. iv. 17-—29. v. 3. &c. Col. ili, 5-10. 


„ In further ſupport and illuſtration of the fore- 
g going ſcripture proofs and obſervations, ſhewing 
1 it is at Jeaſt highly probable, if not abſolutely 
%% the paſſages I have quoted, are not 
doC be underſtood, in the common acceptation, | 
of the real exiſtence of a fallen angel, and that 
| he tempts men to fin, I will offer what the | 
Apoſtle ſaith, Gal. iy, 17. Rom. vil. 27, 22, REN 
compared with vi. 11—20, In chap, vii. ge 
clearly deſcribes the Jews as ſinners under the | 
law, wherein it is exceeding evident to me, he | 
repreſents the inward Man as confiſting of wg 
Parts; one is, his reaſon and conſcience; the 
Other, his ſeveral paſſions and appetites. The 
"former are appointed, by the author of his being, 
to rule or [govern the latter; and when they are 
not under its direction and controul, they move 
and excite him to ſinful actions in oppoſition co 
ais reaſon and conſcience. And he as plainly | 
Aceſeribes the inward . conflict hetween 
ee , era 5 


5 
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28 an one as the ine of his mind, and 8 e 
the law of his members; and chat when the 
latter prevails, over the former, he is brought 

CC. into captivity to ſin; . in his own. words, I 5 

find then a law, that when I would do good, 
evil is preſent with me; or, 1 fee a law i in my. 
members warring againſt the law of my mind. 
and bringing me into captivity: to the law of fin, 

Which is in my members; or, 75 he expreſſes it 

in other words in Galatians; The fleſh Juſteth: | 

0 againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit. againſt, the fich ; 1 

"ang: theſe are contrary. the one to the other, = 

that ye do not the things that ye would. The 175 

„ JN. of the fleſh are particularly. mentinned. Rom. 0 

| 1.19. &c. Gal, Ve I BR , ee Nut ode 


1 nes ps particularly 40 9% FH that'i 4 

oh fore · cited chapters the Apoſtle hath not even 

| hinted that the members of the man who. is 
captiyated by fin, is excited or ſtirred up, or 

brought into that ſtate by Satan, but entirely.by. _ 

Haw own ungoverned. luſts, or we, dae ; 
warring againſt. the lay by bis Le, 

5 1 ſhould ez 
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Abe e 1 WEE given 5 = 1 . 
teexts concerning Satan, I imagine, renders it un- 
' . neceſſary to comment on e. 1 n . 5.5 
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JF. Ok 3 uw ahi paſſin amd in 
the preceding pages, are juſtly founded and 
| admitted, it will have an immediate and happy 
- tendency to relieve the minds of thoſe who be- 


lieve, that at certain times they are conflicting 


with the ſecret and evil ſuggeſtions of Satan, 
and the influence they judge they have upon 

their heart, as what doxafions much difquietude 
and perplexity, and, interrupts their Pew and 
in ſome e this is . conRderubir. 


To: abet who: may ſee Juſt reaſon! to hs wy 


1 ſame opinion with the writer, will Plainly 
fee, that much of the ſubje& of ſermonizing is 
not founded in ſcripture, but ariſes from miſ- 
taking, or not clearly underſtanding the genuine 
10 meaning of choſe writers on the ſubject here diſ- 
cuſſed. To ſhew men in the cleareſt manner by 

what means, or from what real and apparent 
cCauſes they are liable to, or are tempted to lin, 15 
which they themſelves are capable of perceiving 
with certainty, from what paſſes within them, or 
their own inward feeling or experience; or that 
every man is tempted when he is drawn away of 
his own luſt and enticed; and that luſt when it 
hath conceived, bringeth forth fin, will certainly _ 
have a plain and direct tendency to warn them 
2 55 15 and if thereby they are aan into 
STS oo n e bn, 
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A fin, b har x means they. may deliver ttc 
out of it, i. e. by over-ruling or ſubduing their 
luſts, or evil defires for the future. But to ex- 
hort men to reſiſt a tempter, whoſe ſuggeſtions or 
devices on their heart they are not able to diſtin- 
| rm from their own evil luſts or defires, muſt, 
I preſume, appear to every rational man, but of 


little practical uſe z whereas that which was juſt. 


mentioned they perfectly well know; becauſe it 
is grounded upon almoſt every 2 00 8 vs e 7 


in themſelves and 1 in GS” 


"1 n the 7 pages 1 wile aſe to > che 


1 tender s conſideration every material paſſage in 
the New Teſtament, where in general or particu- 
lar is related the devices or temptations of the 
Devil, &c. with my obſervations and explica - 
tions of chem, as, I am convinced, they run 
counter to the very general and long eſtabliſhed 
opinion which men of every denomination have 
of Satan, &c. and of his tempting men to ſin; 
I muſt beg a truce with ſuch perſons, requeſting 
chat with as little bias and prejudice as they are 
capable of, they will examine the ſeveral texts 
I have offered, and the contexts, and weigh the 
evidence on which they have been explained, as 
what appears to me to be their genuine import; 
and I would hope that the ſenſible and diſcerning 
part of my readers will not ſuffer themſelves to 
be influenced and governed in their judgment 
by the antiquity of their opinion, or, becauſe it 


has been ſanctioned by many men of diſtinguiſhed 


learning and abilities, who, in their annotations on 


thoſe paſſages, have given a 510 different ſenſe 
of n chan I have een „ 
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There is one opinion TPO bin or the 
Devil, that in this enlightened age is very much, 


if not entirely relinquiſned, which, for many 
ages paſt was univerſally, or at leaſt | very ge- 


| Prof. believed to be founded upon the teſti- 
mony of ſcripture ;, and that is, his bewitching 


men by having poſſeſſion i in them; or, at leaſt, 
by his ſecret influence on their mind. And were 


men as calmly and with a like unprejudiced 
mind, to attend to the texts already cited, and 
the explication given of them, it is probable 


they will ſee juſt reaſon to alter their opinion 


of his tempting men to fin; as what appears to 
mme is alike unfounded in thoſe writings. At 
leaſt, in reading theſe pages, it is poſſible they 
may diſcern clearer and ſtronger proofs on the 
_ oppoſite ſides of the queſtion, than they 8 71 5 
| hend could be offered 1 in favor of 1 * ; 


- Should the W 1 denen of whe 7 ; 


5 ſages which repreſent Satan 'as a tempter of men 
do fin, appear to be the true meaning of them, I 


preſume. it will tend to remove an objection 


which ſome perſons may make againſt Revela- 
tion, or thoſe parts of it. For, I ſhould judge, 

it will be allowed, at leaſt, by many perſons, 
that excluſive of ſuch a tempter, or that men 

derive any moral corruption from the ſin of their 

firſt parents, they are of themſelves too much in- 
clined or prone to tranſgreſs the law of their 


nature, and the precepts of Revelation. For to 


ſuppoſe that they are under the power, or influ- 
ence of thoſe two additional excitements to it, 
muſt lay ſuch a ſtrong bias upon their rational 
powers, or the law of the mind, in their chooſing . 
or k willing what is right and their duty to per- 
Toon, as cannot bur Place them in a ſtatet en- 
N a Fo 


Try 


b 3 to TR moral 4 
religious improvement; eſpecially thoſe of them 


who have not the advantage of knowing the pre- 
depts and motives contained in Revelation; and 
which, if admitted, may be found not reconcilea- 


ble with the goodneſs of God, their N 4 p 


„That man is liable to be tempted t to Gi by his 


| : hi paſſions, or inordinate defires, when they are 


not properly governed, excluſive of any moral 

_ taint or corruption, he is by many ſuppoſed to 
derive from the ſin of his firſt parents, is unde- 
niable from their firſt tranſgreſſion ; who, it is 
certain, were not from thence in the leaſt excited = 5 
or influenced to tranſgreſs _ the robo law : 


u God given them, | 


97 1 the explication. 4 dae given of the: texts 
cited! in the preceding pages, be juſtly founde 0 5 


it is poſſible the following objection may 


made to it, which is: How, or by what. — e . 


are we to account for what Jeſus, the Evan 


geliſt, and the Apoſtles have ſaid of Satan, or 
the Devil, as beiog then exiſting, if there really 
- be no ſuch: being? For, it will be urged, that 
- what they have faid_of his acts, implies. it; and 
„ racy exhortations to reſiſt his devices and 
| temptations. To which. I anſwer, if there be 


any force in the objection, it equally applies to 


1 45 they have ſaid of Demons, which, in a like 


manner ſuppoſes not only their exiſtance, but 


allo their having power to poſſeſs the bodies of pa 
men, and produce diſorders in them, ſuch as are 
related in the Ney T eſtament; and yet, not- 


withſtanding this, I preſume it is a truth not to 
be diſproved or juſtly controverted, that neither 
5 1 nor he Apoſtles had, or could 


_ 
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we Sed any real n of 4 a 


_ thoſe things; and for theſe unanſwerable reaſons, 
. vie Becauſe there is not any. revelation made of 
them in the Old Teſtament; and it is impoſſible 
by the light of their natural reaſon, or under-- 
ſtanding, they could derive any knowledge „ 
them, any more than it e 9 825 ar we P's 
enn 30: 8. 


3 


ind 1 is not the: 3 cm in «ths New , 


98 ; Telkom! that Jeſus revealed thoſe 0 to 1 
Wis W . c or e e 


0 me it ene chat 1 ay W me- 7 


"he of anſwering the objection, or accounting. 
for what thoſe perſons have mentioned of jw 9 
© Bs by admitting the diſorders or infirmities = 
men's bodies to be natural indiſpoſitions, and 
not the effects of a poſſeſſing demon, or an human 
departed ſpirit. So likewiſe what they have ſaid 
of Satan and his acts, may, on a like ground, be 
conſidered as the luſts or evil deſires of men, 1 55 f 
cited in them from various cauſes, by which, 
the Apoſtle James ſaith, every man is ery % 
when he is drawn away of his own luſt, and en- 


ticed; and when luſt Nat e Na it Darn. (a 
„ ol 


4 readily own, 3 were heb any N reve · 


5 e. in 8 Old Teſtament, of a fallen angel, 

and chat he tempted men to ſin, it would cer- 
tainly be very natural to underſtand che ſeveral 

texts I have cited, in the common acceptation of 


them; but, as I have juſt obſerved, there is not 


in thoſe: writings any mention of either of chat 1 
e ; blog | 
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both, who were concerned therein, and who, 


1 5 therefore, whether from ſiniſter or political ends, 
or both, e on ma: aa and waa oth 
19 0 of the Deere. 9 pe. 


10 And theſe ae nd: he: . 5 
juſt mentioned, are equally true, as it reſpects 
dilemons, i. e. the: ſouls of e red che. 
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POSTSCRIPT,” 


15 10 pk foregoing . from . 1 Lo 
the reaſoning deduced from them, that there is 
not any real evidence of there being any fallen 
angel, or angels; and that they tempt men to 
ſin, is juſtly founded, it will eventually and de- 

eidedly prove, that no man in any paſt age of 
the world, hath been poſſeſſed by one of then; 
and, conſequently, that any bodily or mental 
diſorders, or both, that have, by Dr. Worthington 
and others, been aſcribed to their power in, on 
cg ger men, is wholly yoid of any erident or real 
. proof 


0 ce proofs, 4 Serials, 1 5 
ö the een. founded thereon, are admitted, 
as entirely invalidating the common opinion con- 
cerning the Devil, or Satan, and his tempting 
men to ſin, it eventually and decidedly proves 
that the Heathen oracles, and the Prieſts _ 
Prieſteſſcy. being | inſpired by ſuch a being, is 
entirely groundleſs, there being not the Teaſe 5 
Proof of their reality; but they wholly originated 
from, and were ſupported by the cunning and 
artful. | Whether the learned or unlearned, or 
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i proof wh "TORE. and, conſequently, wa the 1 
teſtimony of the Fathers in the primitive ages, or by 
any other writers in more modern ones, haye not 
any real foundation in truth, notwithſtanding the 
very circumſtantial relations they gave of them, _ 
and, conſequently, that the many accounts which —_ 
thoſe writers give of the manner or the means by 
which they have aſſerted that ſuch a ſpirit, or 
ſpirits were expelled or caſt out of the bodies of 
men, cannot be admitted, but muſt be attributed 


to the miſtaken opinion they had concerning ſuch 
a being, and his power over men; and, there- 


fore, that in thoſe relations there is not auy real 
evidence or proof for the truth of the Chriſtian 
religion; however they were then and have ſince 


„ 12955 urged to that parpals even in this age. 


o Integrity which : do not F and therefore 
| gt 90 


tn eng ind maintgining awhat 1 have jut 


mentioned, as what appears to me is built upon 
| unqueſtionable evidence, I know I differ very 
much from men of high repute for their great 
learning and abilities, who have been, and fill 
are advocates for the ee opinion. . 


* 


Whatever catit is juſtly due to the writings _ 


F of the Fathers as it reſpects their account of real 
tranſactions which then took place, and of which 
they were competent to judge, and in recording 
' which, their minds were not influenced by any 
ſtrong religic us prejudices of education, may be 
admitted; yet, in the caſes we have mentioned, 


there is, in my opinion, juſt ground to diſbe- 
lieve them, as what neither Scripture nor any 


real facts evince the truth of. To urge, that 
ſome of the Fathers, and other writers ſince, 


were men of great abilities and learning, as well as 
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> "ther contemporaries, „ . 
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. 5 i 9 were © competent to wil in | ſuch 1. 


as we are mentioning, is not, in my opinion, a 


ſufficient ſecurity. againſt their being miſtaken 
concerning them, as not viſible to their notice. Ta 
1 inſpection, and in which they were liable to 


be miſguided in their judgment by the ſtrengein 
of rooted prejudices, not only from education, 


but by che concurring ſentiments. of many: others a 
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une As after Finally, add 7. 

line 11, v. „ 
line 4, after matter, a comma, and eraſe it after particularly, 
line 2, for Diabolus, read Diabolos. | 

line 28, for the bank, read bank. 

line 6, for abade, read abode, 

line 16, after to, add be. 

line 9, for transformed, read transferred. 

line 7, after off, add the. 

line 19, for be, read the. 
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